
112 GUITARIST MAY 2019

Profi le Synthesis
Kemper combines its Profi ler head preamp and Remote foot controller to present 

a pro-standard fl oorboard that’s a serious and roadworthy addition to your rig
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Kemper’s main claim 
to fame is profi ling: 
creating a faithful 
replica of any amp’s 
tone from a sample

KEMPER PROFILER STAGE £1,449

What You Need To Know

Has Guitarist gone completely 
digital, then?
No, but we’re definitely in a time of 
immense development in digital 
amplification. The problem might well 
be which brand or product to go for.

So, what is the Profiler Stage?
A new floor-standing version of 
Kemper’s Profiler head preamp, 
combined with the Kemper Remote 
foot controller. Like the original 
Profiler head, it doesn’t have a power 
stage, so you’ll need a powered cab 
of some sort if you want to use it live 
without a proper PA. However, it does 
come with full profiling capability.

Will it suit me?
If you’re an occasional amateur 
guitarist, it’s probably overkill, but if 
you’re tech-savvy and can use the 
whole amp profiling concept to build 
a collection of vintage and modern 
amps in the digital realm, the Profiler 
Stage is a very serious piece of kit.

T he arrival of Kemper’s Profiler digital 
head in 2011 was a game-changer 
for many guitarists, allowing them 

to digitally recreate the sounds of their own 
amps, as well as download amp profiles 
from other users via Kemper’s online portal. 
The Profiler Remote foot controller was 
added to the range a few years later as the 
Profiler’s popularity grew. Kemper has now 
taken the next logical step, integrating its 
Profiler Head and Remote foot controller 
into a compact, stage-ready preamp 
appropriately called the Profiler Stage.

The Profiler Stage is housed in a tough 
steel case that’s heavy enough to stay put 
but still very portable. Newcomers to 
Kemper’s styling and operating system 
may find the controls somewhat daunting, 
with dozens of switches, knobs and multi-
coloured LEDs threatening to push even 
mild technophobes into sensory overload. 
However, everything has a purpose and 
the layout is quite logical when you get 
used to it. The all-important display screen 
is relatively small compared with other 
similar products and the information isn’t 
so easy to read from a distance, although the 
contrast is good. The display backlighting 
changes colour in some modes as a 
visual assist and all the footswitch labels 
are backlit, which is handy in low-light 
situations as well as looking very cool.

The Profiler Stage organises amps, effects 
and speaker cabinet simulations into Rigs, 
which are stored in 125 banks of five, with a 
Browse mode and a separate Performance 
mode, which is useful for storing and 
shuffling setlists. Two footswitch buttons 
step up and down through the banks, while 
five more directly access each Rig. Four 
more footswitch buttons can be assigned 
to toggle effects or groups of effects in each 
Rig, with two more buttons to the right of 
the display controlling the Profiler Stage’s 
looper and tuner functions and another for 
tap tempo. Most of these buttons have at 
least one secondary function: for example, 
the Rig select buttons also operate the 
looper. In loop mode, the button number 
backlights dim and the looper control 
symbols become brighter – just one 
example of the thought that’s gone into 
making a relatively complex interface as 
easy as possible to navigate. 
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KEMPER PROFILER STAGE 

1. The mono LCD display 
is somewhat small and 
diffi cult to read from 
a distance, but it has 
all the info you need to 
know what the Profi ler 
Stage is doing

2. Kemper’s new unit has 
two fully programmable 
mono-out/stereo-in 
effects loops
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Your imagination is 
the only limit to what 
you can create, and 
the vast editing scope 
makes the Kemper 
a tweaker’s paradise

Sounds
The Profiler Stage’s software takes around 
20 seconds to load, after which the lights 
and display screen come to life. Straight out 
of the box, this isn’t really a ‘plug in and go’ 
preamp. A read of the quick-start manual is 
recommended, as the main manual covers 
every feature and runs to 300 pages! Even 
then, a supplementary manual covers MIDI 
programming; the Profiler easily exceeds 
the 128-parameter limit of normal MIDI, 
with more than 400 addressable functions 
available through NRPN (Non-Registered 
Parameter Numbers).

Kemper’s latest OS7 software has really 
come of age, offering an impressive array of 
onboard effects including wahs, distortions, 
delays, choruses and modulations, with 

3.  There is a fully featured 
built-in looper as well 
as an automatic tuner 
with a highly accurate 
strobe-display option

4.  You get dedicated 
knobs for gain and 
master volume, while 
the smaller knobs in 
between can function 
as bass, mid, treble and 
presence but have other 
functions as well

all kinds of tempting extras lurking in the 
menus. It’s complemented by Kemper’s 
Rig Manager app that syncs online Rig 
Exchange and local patches, as well as 
managing firmware updates, which are 
reassuringly easy to apply. Currently Rig 
Manager is only available for Windows 
and Mac desktops, with connection to the 
Profiler solely via USB. There’s no mobile 
or wireless option.

Kemper’s main claim to fame is, of 
course, profiling: the ability to create a 
faithful replica of any guitar amp’s tone 
from a recorded sample. On the Stage, the 
Profiling Assistant opens when you press 
down the Browser and Perform buttons 
simultaneously, after which you’re taken 
through the process. As you might expect, 
the quality of the resulting profile is very 
dependent on how well your sample is 
recorded. Browsing through the 16,000 
or so online rigs available through Rig 
Manager and the 280-odd that come pre-
loaded, it’s quite easy to pick out those that 
have been recorded professionally from 
those that haven’t. With the best profiles, it’s 
possible to strip away the effects and hear 
an impressive recreation of an original amp, 
while others are quite heavily dependent on 
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THE RIVALS
Line 6’s Helix Floor (£1,199) is very 
popular. For good reason: at the last count 
it featured 45 amps, 30 cabs, 16 mics and 
70 effects models, accessed from a high-
definition colour display, making editing a 
pleasure. It has assignable colour-coded 
footswitches, programmable scribble 
strips and an integral expression pedal.

For those on a tighter budget, the 
HeadRush Pedalboard (£774), like the 
Helix, features a big seven-inch full-colour 
touchscreen display, making for fast, 
intuitive drag-and-drop editing through 
what must be one of the best user 
interfaces in this class. The latest software 
adds extra amps, cabs, impulse responses 
and effects to rival the competition, with 
quad processor-powered realism and a 
mad looper that can record samples up 
to 20 minutes long.

Boss pedals are so abundant it’s worth 
remembering the floor multi-effects 
concept really belongs to them, too, going 
all the way back to the ME-5 in 1988. The 
current flagship GT-1000 (£869) leaves 
good old COSM behind, replacing it with 
Boss’s next-generation AIRD (Augmented 
Impulse Response Dynamics), providing 
highly responsive amp and cab models, 
wireless Bluetooth editing and a host of 
effects few manufacturers can match.

The unit’s signal chain is represented by 
a series of 12 illuminated push-buttons to 
the right of the display, featuring an input 
section followed by four effects choices 
in front of the virtual amp and four more 
effects after the virtual speaker cabinets, 
ending with an output section. Button 
switches over the display handle various 
parameter select and editing functions, 
while under the display you’ll see that 
there are some more familiar-looking 
knobs for gain and master volume, with 
smaller assignable ones in between 
handling bass, mid, treble and presence as 
well as other parameters. Other controls 
include useful browse and type select 
knobs for quickly locating and auditioning 
rigs and effects.

The Profiler Stage’s rear panel has a 
single guitar input jack, two mono send/
stereo return effects loops, main outputs 
on XLR and jack, and a secondary pair 
of monitor outputs. Other connections 
include S/PDIF digital in and out, no less 
than four expression pedal jacks, MIDI 
in and out, USB and headphones. Overall, 
the Profiler Stage is ready for life on the 
road, with robust construction, classy 
looks and impeccable styling.
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The Profi ler Stage has main 
outputs on professional 

balanced XLR connectors, 
with ground lifting tucked 

away in the software

KEMPER 
PROFILER STAGE 

PRICE: £1,449
ORIGIN: Germany
TYPE: Digital modelling guitar 
preamp with built-in digital effects
DIMENSIONS: 80 (h) x 470 (w) x 
260mm (d)
WEIGHT (kg/lb): 4.5/10
CABINET: Pressed steel
CHANNELS: Infinite clean/drive 
voice capability using Profiler 
software, 125 banks of 5 patches
CONTROLS: Gain, master volume, 
soft rotary x4, soft button x4, browse 
and type select, stack select x12, 
browser/perform/profiler mode, 
page forward/back/return, morph, 
lock, edit, power on/off 
CONNECTIONS: Guitar in, mono 
send/stereo return effects loops x2, 
S/PDIF in/out, expression pedal x4, 
main outputs on XLR and jack, 
monitor outputs on jack, headphones 
3.5mm jack, MIDI in/out, USB A/B
FOOTSWITCH: Integrated Kemper 
Remote controller
ADDITIONAL FEATURES: Integral 
digital effects, full Kemper Profiling 
capability, S/PDIF in/out, MIDI in/out, 
headphones, USB
POWER: 100-230V mains IEC
OPTIONS: The Mission Engineering 
EP1-KP expression pedal is £137
RANGE OPTIONS: Original Profiler 
head and rack preamp is £1,461, with 
powered versions (including a 600W 
class D power amp) costing £1,810. 
The Remote foot controller is £387

Kemper
+49 2361 486 46 79
www.kemper-amps.com

PROS Replicates any amp; solid 
and robust build; improved onboard 
effects; cheaper than buying 
separate Profi ler Head and Remote

CONS Small mono display; no 
mobile app; ground lift switching 
only in software; no dedicated carry 
bag available at the moment
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effects, with distortions and reverbs making 
many rigs sound too similar. Ironically, 
quite a few of the online rigs are profiles of 
valve amp facsimiles made on other digital 
modelling products and software plug-ins, 
making one wonder how deep the rabbit 
hole can go.

One of the Stage’s strongest creative 
features is its ability to simultaneously 
change more than one parameter, 
something Kemper calls “morphing”: for 
example, sweeping from a high-gain lead 
sound with a longish hall reverb, delay and 
pitch shift to a clean rhythm sound with 
rotary speaker and a tight room reverb. Your 
imagination is the only limit to what you 
can create, and the vast editing scope makes 
the Kemper a tweaker’s paradise.

The quality from the balanced outputs is 
very good. There are ground lift switches 
for all the outputs in software, but we think 
Kemper should have used mini toggles on 
the XLR’s at least for speedy access. Some 
may quibble about the lack of a built-in 
expression pedal. However, pedals are often 
the first part of a floorboard to wear out and 
we think keeping them separate is sensible, 
especially as the Profiler Stage can run up to 
four simultaneously.

Verdict
Kemper’s Profiler Stage is the company’s 
most practical and accessible product yet, 
combining all the Profiler and Remote’s 
capabilities into a robust gig-ready 
package. Aimed at professionals and 
well-heeled amateurs, it’s an expensively 
big decision. However, it costs less than 
buying a Profiler Head and Remote, and 
can potentially replace any number of 
vintage amplifiers in a player’s collection, 
replicating those tones reliably and 
consistently night after night, with 
practically unlimited possibilities for 
players who are prepared to put in the 
time to learn how it works. 

Compared with the competition, we 
think it’s generally good value for money, 
although perhaps somewhat lacking in the 
display department when you look at the 
high-definition colour and touchscreens 
found on other products, which use fewer 
switches as well. Nevertheless, Kemper’s 
Profiler Stage is a serious professional-
standard floorboard that has enough 
features, resources, technical support and 
creative potential to last a lifetime. If you’re 
ready to go digital, then this unit is very 
hard to beat.  
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