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UAD-2 Satellite
DSP Accelerator
from £719

Owners of Macs without PCI card slots may have
been frustrated by a lack of UAD compatibility. Jono
Buchanan witnesses the revolution. ..

FireWire devices to allow
Mac owners access to the
UAD-2 plug-in suite

Who: Source Distribution
Tel: +44 (0)20 8962 5080
Web: uaudio.com

1 UAD-2 goes portable

2 Program at home, mix in
the studio, master
somewhere else

3 Even slower, older Macs
can run oodles of UAD plugs

Satellite Duo

£N19

Satellite Quad

£1,239

've been lucky enough to cover
UAD’s plug-in releases for the last
couple of years and, particularly
with the release of the UAD-2 card,
have watched the company grow and
grow. With more and more esteemed
names added to the roster of
manufacturers who have teamed up
with UA's software boffins, it's now
possible to replicate the sound of Neve
or SSL console mixes, add Moog
filtering to instrument paths or even
replicate the sound of Studer tape.

The list keeps growing and with the
imminent release of software Version
5.9, Lexicon’s 224 reverb, alongside
new offerings from collaborations with
Brainworx and SPL, will be added. This
is and has been good news for existing
UAD card holders but, as many reading
this will testify, there are tons of us who
now work on laptops, iMacs and Mac

Minis, for whom full UAD compatibility
has been impossible. If you find yourself
in this frustrated group, the subject of
this review should be music to your
ears, as the UAD-2 Satellite is an
external FireWire 400/800 device,
which gives any of those Macs, and

more, access UA's software plug-ins.

Burning Your Mixes Up

It's worth indulging in a little history
here, as those with older or less fully
spec’d Macs will no doubt be wondering
whether they'll be able to run these
high-quality plugs. The UAD system
contains its own processing power and,
in the case of Satellite, is available with
either two (Duo) or four (Quad) SHARC
processors that handle all of the
processing required to run the plug-ins.
As this is the case, even systems which
struggle to run more than a handful of
native plug-ins from your computer’s
CPU, will be able to access as many
UAD-2 plugs as machines with
processing power to burn.

It goes without saying that there’s no
quality loss either — card or external box
the way the data flows might be
different but the sound is identical.
There are some restrictions over which
computers are compatible with Satellite
however. You need to be running an
Intel-based Mac (there’s currently no
support for PC) and you need to have
Snow Leopard 10.6.4 as the minimum
software requirement.

UAD released a new operating
system to coincide with the release of
Satellite in the form of Version 5.8.1 so
this needs to be downloaded but
thereafter you're away with the plug-ins

UAD To Go

Aside from its
functionality, Satellite
provides portability and
the opportunity for your
UAD plug-ins to go
wherever you do. All
authorisations are stored
in the Satellite itself
rather than the computer
it's attached to. This
means that you can sling
your entire software studio
in a bag and take it from
computer to computer
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confident that there’ll be
no authorisation sign-ins,
transfers, headaches and
foul-ups when you get to
your destination. All you
need to do is carry the
UAD system software CD
with you (or download it)
and install it on your

Mac Pro in your studio,
the PCI UAD systems
remain viable an option
but if you're programming
from home but mixing and
mastering elsewhere, this
system is for you. Your
Satellite will be ready for
work before you've wiped

chosen system. Plug in via the jetlag out of your eyes.

Firewire, start a DAW and

— bingo — there are all
your plugs ready to go. If

you work exclusively on a,

-

You'll always require a
mains to power it but its
hard to imagine a more

.. portable solution.

UAD-2 Satellite
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system (which is available'v
‘suites’ of plugs from the off). Installing
your particular suite and (they hope)
buying new plugs and having them
appear in your library, is a breeze. All
the UAD-2 plugs appear (there’s over
40 of them) and should you go for one
that you don’t own you're invited to
activate it as a timed trial or click the
‘$’ to buy it right from within your DAW.
Very slick and almost too easy...

Now you can sling your entire
software studio in a bag and take it
from computer to computer

Testing, testing

We tried the Satellite with an old
Firewire 400 MacBook (not even a Pro)
and it slotted into our projects without a
glitch (and with an audio interface
sitting on the same port too). Likewise it
worked great with my my three-year old
MacBook Pro, which is getting a little
long in the tooth and frequently
struggles (and overheats!) when running
heavy native plug-in sessions. Do be
warned that the installer triggers Logic
to re-scan all of your AU plug-in
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plug-ins into a new session and | cou
genuinely never have imagined being
able to run a complex Neve or SSL
emulated mix on such old machines.
The Satellite hardware comprises a
sleek silver box that is the same length
as a DVD case and about a centimetre
wider. The unit isn’t bus-powered,
which is a shame as it takes away from

its portable nature, however it's
understandable when you consider the
CPU power required. It'd be nice
though, to have a reduced-processing
mode in order to achieve bus-power.
The inclusion of a second FireWire port
on the back suggests UAD might at
some stage launch the capacity to chain
Satellites to allow even greater power
though this isn’t currently available.

It's worth mentioning that the
second port will not emit any power so if
you have a device that relies solely on
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Unit also contains
LED which alerts
erfacing problems in ‘red

' or reassures you that all
connections are made correctly when
it's lit green.

Orbiting the earth
Satellite should appeal to anyone
considering making the UAD suite part
of their studio set-up, regardless of the
hardware they're using. The iMac and
MacBook series of
computers have
become powerful
enough in their
own right in recent
years to be
considered worthy
primary
computers. And
UAD have been smart enough to realise
that there’s an awful lot of them! The
main advantages of Satellite are
two-fold — not only will you be given
access to plug-ins of exceptional quality,
but none of the plug-ins you use will
test your CPU in any way. It's a killer
combo provided you can afford it.
Accordingly, this system not only
catches up with those rivals but sprints
past them too and | fully expect the
release of Satellite to result in some
users who'd resigned themselves to
having to shell out for a more powerful
computer doing some careful financial
sums and having a change of heart. FM
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Satellite lifts compatibility
restrictions for a new crop of
Mac-based producers.

System requirements:
Intel-based Mac computer
Mac 0S 10.6.4 Snow
Leopard or higher

UAD Powered Plug-Ins
version 5.8.1 or higher
(included)

Available FireWire 800 or
FireWire 400 port

512 MB RAM (1GB or higher
is strongly recommended)
250MB hard drive space for
UAD-2 (500 MB for
combined UAD-2 plus
UAD-1 install)

1024 x 768 or higher
resolution monitor
Compatible VST, RTAS, or
Audio Units plug-in host
application software

Dimensions:
152_x 203 x 25mm
Weight:

907g

ALTERNATIVES

Focusrite Liquidmix
£369

Built-in classic EQ and
compression emulations
with heaps of user-made
add-ons for free. A much
cheaper DSP solution.

focusrite.com

|

SSL Duende
from £350

SSLs recently Native'd DSP
unit could be a bargain
eBay pick up.

solid-state-logic.com

TC Powercore X8
from £979

Discontinued but should not
be dismissed, TC’s
Powercore pumps plenty of
power. No longer supported
s0 buy at your own risk.

tcelectronic.com
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