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GEAR REVIEW

Also try…

D
 ixon’s new Precision Coil bass 
drum pedals incorporate an 
innovative rotary spring 
mechanism, which promises a 

more effi cient action and improved playability. 
While not being a completely novel concept 
(similar ideas have featured in a handful of 
vintage pedals), it’s a fairly radical departure 
from mainstream pedal design and the level of 
engineering and degree of adjustment 
available combine to make a thoroughly 
modern piece of kit. 

 
Build
With a few notable exceptions, bass drum 
pedal designs have remained largely 
unchanged for decades. Yes, the materials 
have become lighter and more exotic and the 
names more outlandish but, by and large, the 
blueprint centres around a vertical tension 
spring located either inside or outside the 
upright shaft. Each depression of the footboard 
stretches the spring and its ensuing contraction 
returns the beater and footboard to their 
starting points. Dixon considers such a design 
to be ineffi cient, leaving drummers having to 
“devote considerable time and energy to 
developing technical solutions that compensate 
for what is essentially a mechanical problem”. 
So, the Dixon team set out to build a pedal that 
offers a “mechanical solution to this 
mechanical problem”. 

During the painstaking two-year 
development process no option was 
discounted as the company stripped pedals 
down to nuts and bolts before reassembling 
the chosen components in what it considers 
the ideal format. A total of four prototypes 
were built, each one an evolution from its 
predecessor with the aim of producing a 
pedal with as few moving parts as possible.  

There are a few examples of rival 
manufacturers dispensing with tension 
springs, stretching from decades ago right up 
to the present. Back in the day, Ludwig was 
something of a pioneer in this fi eld, producing 
both the legendary Speed King (compression 
springs) and the equally forward-looking 
Ghost (coil-sprung). Images of rickety-looking 
vintage coil-sprung Slingerland and Sonor 
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DIXON  PRECISION 
COIL PEDALS 
WORDS:  ADAM JONES 

1
PEARL 
ELIMINATOR 
REDLINE  
We say:  “Arguably one 
of the best pedals on the 
mass market, Pearl’s 
engineers have 
considered every single 
aspect in order to make 
the Redline 
customisable. ”

2
GIBRALTAR 
G-CLASS
We say: “ An ambitious 
addition to the market, 
its strong visual 
aesthetics are 
complemented by 
straightforward 
operation and a 
cracking performance. ”

pedals can be found online while Premier’s 
ahead-of-its-time 252 model and 
contemporary high-end Trick pedals also 
feature compression springs.

Dixon concluded that the best option was a 
coil spring and proceeded to build the 
Precision Coil pedal around this design. The 
result is a purposeful-looking pedal carefully 
contoured to emphasise the acres of 

SPRING HAS SPRUNG
The coil spring design brings with 

it a smoother transfer of energy 
for effortless performance

gleaming metal punctuated by azure blue 
highlights. The coil spring is housed in the 
cylinder to the right of the beater at the top of 
the upright. From a machined slot in the 
cylinder one end of the spring protrudes to 
locate in the blue collar that partially overlaps 
the cylinder. This in turn drives the beater/
pedal gearing, ensuring that all of the torque 
is generated and released in line with the 
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PRICE
Dixon Precision Coil 
pedals:
Single, £183.60;
Double, £388;
Left-sided double, £388

DRIVE
Double chain

BEATER
Self-adjusting 
dual-faced (metal/felt) 
beater

FEATURES
Coil spring with lockable 
rotary adjustment; 
Independent footboard 
height adjustment with 
scale;
Independent beater 
adjustment with scale;
Offset hoop clamp wing 
nut;
On board tool kit;
Adjustable beater 
weight;
Aluminium footboard;
Soft case included

CONTACT
Dixon Drums
www.precisioncoil.
playdixon.com

Essential spec 

IT COPES WITH DYNAMICS, TAKING 
IN BARELY-KISSING-THE-HEAD TO 
FULL-ON, SUMO-STYLE STOMPING 
WITH EQUAL COMPOSURE

VERDICT:  Dixon happily concedes that 
there is no such thing as the perfect 
pedal; the Precision Coil was conceived 
to provide drummers with an 
alternative to anything else on the 
market. It’s an impressive achievement 
that is both innovative and 
competitively priced. 

BUILD QUALITY  
PLAYABILITY 
VALUE FOR MONEY  

 RATING 

NOT LOST IN TRANSLATION
The aluminium footboard says 

‘kick me’ in any language

IF THE SHOE FITS…
Multiple adjustments 
allow you to customise the 
pedal to your preferred feel

WELL EQUIPPED
The on board toolkit includes 
two Allen keys as well as a 
double-ended drum key

rocker shaft. Adjusting the spring is achieved 
by turning the knurled wheel at the end of the 
cylinder and locking off via the standard 
tension rod on top. Various springs were 
tested and discarded before the carbon steel 

spring was settled on. Dixon is confi dent that 
it’s good for the life of the pedal, but it can be 
renewed by a Dixon dealer.  

In order to facilitate maximum 
customisation to each individual’s playing 

style both the footboard angle and the beater 
angle can be adjusted independently of one 
another. Embossed scales for both 
components make an incredibly handy visual 
reference point so that you can remember 
previous positions, while the dual surface 
beater pivots to make full contact with the 
kick drum’s head.

Hands On
Dixon sent the Precision Coil pedal to an 
impartial Swiss inspection and certifi cate 
company called SGS for testing. SGS 
confi rmed that the Precision Coil’s transfer 
of energy is superior to conventional pedals 
– which, in layman’s terms, translates as 
smoothness. So, is it smoother than a car 
dealer one sale away from hitting his annual 
bonus? As eager to please as an only 
daughter’s boyfriend meeting her father for 

the fi rst time? Well, yes... the action is 
silky, silent and defi nitely quick. 

Straight out of the box it’s 
obviously a fl ighty pedal; 
taking the time to tailor the 
individual adjustments to my 
preferences it soon begins to 
feel like an extension of my 
right foot. Particularly 
impressive is the way it copes 
with dynamics, taking in 
barely-kissing-the-head to full-on 
sumo-style stomping with equal 
composure. The pivoting beater is 
bang on target as well.

Moving onto the double version 
brings more of the same and any 
lag from the slave unit is as good 
as undetectable. It really is twice 

the fun and stops my left foot 
from feeling left out; full 
marks to Dixon for not only 
making a left-sided double 
version, but for doing so 

(quite rightly) at the same price.
Despite the visual fl ourishes 

incorporated to make the pedal look 
sleek there’s no getting away from the fact 

that it is big. Such bulk – while probably 
leaving jazzers and buskers looking 
elsewhere – does bring with it a feeling of 
solidity and reassurance. Stamp on it as hard 
as you like all night long and all you’re likely 
to dent is the head. 
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