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A
mp modelling has truly 
come of age, but the 
problem for many is the 
price. It was a breath of 
fresh air, then, when 

Chinese eff ects underdog Mooer 
launched its Micro Preamps last 
year, serving up a variety of 
individual modelled preamps for 
£99 apiece. Now, it’s packaged the 
whole lot together in one 
gig-friendly unit that might just 
revolutionise your rig: meet the 
Preamp Live.

It’s certainly got the specs. Up to 
12 preamps can be stored onboard 
Mooer’s fl agship preamp, from a 
choice of 50 from the company’s 
computer and mobile apps, with 
four accessible at any time via the 
footswitches – those 12 are 
organised into three banks of four 
(ABC), switched by pressing the 
two footswitches either side of the 
respective letter on the chassis. 
There’s also a dual-position 
booster, plus pre- and post-noise 
gates, as well as the ability to load 

custom Impulse Responses for 
ultra-convincing mic’d cab tones 
of your choice. You can use the 
pedal with your own amp’s 
preamp, too, by employing the 
four-cable method via the Preamp 
Live’s onboard eff ects loop. 
There’s also a built-in Tone 
Capture feature that matches the 
EQ from your own amp’s preamp.

You’ll want to run this baby into 
a power amp or the eff ects return 
of your existing amp. Get your rig 
set up right, and the sounds are 

certainly impressive. Just about 
every tone is catered for, from 
extreme 5150-esque metal to 
boutique Two-Rock-ish blues. 
We’re particularly fond of the 
higher-gain yet fi zz-free Marshall 
and Friedman-style voices, while 
the cleaner Vox and Mesa sounds 
are wonderfully glassy and 
touch-responsive. The mid-gain 
tones perhaps aren’t quite as 
detailed as other modellers, but 
the easily footswitched pre or post 
boost off ers dynamic fl exibility.

There’s a bit of a learning curve 
to using the Preamp Live, but 
tweaking presets is quick and 
intuitive. And the iOS/Android app 
is one of the most immediate 
we’ve used on any piece of gear; 
loading up new models and 
tweaking settings is instantaneous. 
The Tone Capture facility is 
impressive: the Preamp Live 
nailed the EQ frequencies of 
our offi  ce Blackstar HT60’s 
gain channel.

With the prospect of updatable 
models, Mooer has put together an 
enticing package, especially with 
street prices around the sub-£350 
mark, which puts this a couple of 
hundred quid below the HeadRush 
Gigboard and Line 6 HX Stomp, 
and in the region of the Atomic 
Ampli-Firebox. For guitarists 
seeking to capture a colossal range 
of gig-friendly amp tones on a 
budget, the Preamp Live is a 
no-brainer.
Michael Astley-Brown

MOOER PREAMP LIVE
This affordable amp modeller gives the big boys a run for their money

1 BOOSTThis section is 
switchable pre- or 
post-preamp: 
perfect for kicking 
solos up a notch

2 CONNECTIONSYou can integrate 
the Preamp Live with 
your existing amp and 
effects setup via 
effects loop and MIDI 
connections

3  
FOOTSWITCHES
Cunning switching 
options let you turn 
the FX loop on/off 
(2+4), capture tones 
(1+4) and bypass the 
whole lot (1+3)

TYPE: Preamp pedal

CONTROLS: Volume, 
bass, mid, treble, gain, 
boost, master, 
presence, FX level, cab 
sim XLR out switch, 
output switch, ground 
lift switch

SOCKETS: Input, send, 
return, output, XLR out, 
MIDI in, MIDI out, 
phones, USB, power

BYPASS: True bypass

POWER: 9-12V power 
supply (1,000mA, 
included)

CONTACT: 
Strings & Things 
01273 440 442
mooeraudio.co.uk

AT A GLANCE

 A GIG-FRIENDLY UNIT TO 
REVOLUTIONISE YOUR RIG 

FEATURES  

SOUND QUALITY

VALUE FOR MONEY

BUILD QUALITY

USABILITY  

OVERALL RATINGS
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